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SUMMARY 

Fruit crops are generally grown for their fruits, but many of them have attractive flower feature that 

deserves greater attention. Apple, peach, plum, cherry, pear, pomegranate, citrus, passion fruit and guava are 

examples of fruit crops that can add considerable ornamental value to gardens, orchards and landscapes. During 

the flowering season, these trees can transform an ordinary orchard into a colourful and attractive space. Their 

flowers not only provide visual beauty but also support pollinating insects and mark the beginning of fruit 

production. The idea of using fruit crops as ornamental trees is gaining importance with the increasing popularity 

of home gardens, edible landscapes, urban horticulture, institutional gardens and farm tourism. A flowering fruit 

tree offers multiple benefits viz., beautiful blossoms, attractive foliage, shade, biodiversity and eventually 

nutritious fruits. Thus, fruit crops can be viewed as multifunctional trees that combine beauty, biodiversity and 

fruit production. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Flowers are usually associated with ornamental trees such as rose, jasmine, marigold, chrysanthemum and 

orchid. Fruit crops, in contrast are generally considered production-oriented trees whose main purpose is to provide 

food and income. However, this traditional view overlooks one of the most beautiful stages in the life of a fruit 

crop is its flowering period. A fruit orchard during peak flowering can be a spectacular sight. Branches that appear 

ordinary during the vegetative season may suddenly become covered with hundreds of delicate flowers. The 

ornamental value of a fruit crop is not determined by its flowers alone. Flower colour, size, abundance, fragrance, 

flowering season, plant shape, foliage and the appearance of developing fruits all contribute to its overall beauty. 

This makes fruit crops particularly suitable for edible landscaping, where trees are selected to provide both aesthetic 

and productive benefits. With increasing interest in sustainable landscapes and multifunctional gardens, there is a 

need to look at fruit crops from a broader perspective. Instead of considering fruit trees only as sources of harvest, 

they can also be incorporated into home gardens, institutional campuses, resorts, farmhouses, parks and agro-

tourism destinations. 

 

Fruit Crops with Ornamental Flower Potential 

Apple - A blossom-rich fruit tree 

Apple (Malus domestica) is one of the best examples of a fruit crop with ornamental value. During the 

flowering season, its branches are covered with clusters of attractive blossoms. Flower buds often have pinkish 

shades and gradually open into white or pale-pink flowers. The combination of attractive spring blossoms, well-

shaped branches and colourful fruits makes apple an excellent crop for edible landscapes in suitable temperate 

regions. Some related Malus species and cultivars are also valued specifically for their ornamental flowers and 

fruits. 

 
Fig.1. Blossom of Apple 
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Peach - Pink flowers before the leaves 

Peach (Prunus persica) is another fruit crop that possesses considerable ornamental value. Its pink to 

reddish flowers often appear before the leaves, creating an attractive display against the bare branches. This 

characteristic gives peach trees a unique appearance during the flowering season. Some peach variety are grown 

mainly for their ornamental flowers rather than fruit production. Their attractive blossoms make them suitable for 

gardens, pathways and landscape focal points. In suitable climates, peach can therefore serve as both a fruit-

producing and flowering ornamental tree. 

 
Fig.2. Blossom of Peach 

Cherry -The beauty of blossoms 

Cherry trees are perhaps the most famous example of fruit trees being appreciated for their flowers. 

Different Prunus species produce white to pink flowers, often in large numbers. When several trees bloom together, 

they can create an impressive floral landscape. Cherry blossoms are not only visually attractive but also provide 

resources for pollinating insects. The flowering of cherry reminds us that an orchard can be more than a production 

area, it can also become a seasonal attraction. 

 
   Fig.3. Blossom of Cherry 

Plum - Flowers and foliage  

Plum species also offer good ornamental possibilities. Depending on the species and cultivar, flowers may 

be white or pink. Some ornamental plum forms combine attractive flowers with purple or reddish foliage, creating 

a striking contrast. Such trees can be used as landscape specimens, garden trees or avenue trees. Their additional 

advantage is that they can provide attractive fruits after the flowering season. 

 
Fig.4. Blossom of Plum 

Pear - A white floral canopy 

Pear (Pyrus spp.) produces clusters of white flowers that can create a beautiful appearance when trees 

bloom together. The attractive tree structure and subsequent fruit development further increase its ornamental 

value. Pear trees can also be trained into forms such as cordons and espaliers. These trained forms are particularly 
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useful in small gardens where space is limited. Thus, fruit production and landscape design can be combined even 

in relatively compact areas. 

 
Fig.5. Blossom of Pear 

Pomegranate - Bright flowers and attractive fruits 

Pomegranate (Punica granatum) is particularly important from an ornamental perspective. Its bright red to 

orange-red flowers are highly conspicuous and provide strong colour in the landscape. Pomegranate also has a 

special place in ornamental horticulture because cultivars with double flowers and more numbers of petals have 

been developed (Stover and Mercure, 2007). Some of these forms are grown mainly for their flowers, while others 

combine attractive flowering with edible fruits (Holland et al., 2009). Its compact growth, attractive foliage, bright 

flowers and decorative fruits make pomegranate a promising plant for home gardens, landscapes and dry regions 

where water availability is limited. 

 
     Fig.6. Blossom of Pomegranate 

Citrus - Beauty with fragrance 

Citrus crops such as lemon, lime, orange and mandarin offer a different type of ornamental appeal. Their 

white flowers may not be as visually attractive as cherry or peach blossoms, but they are often pleasantly fragrant. 

The evergreen foliage, white flowers and bright coloured fruits provide attractive features on the same crop. Citrus 

can therefore be particularly useful in home gardens, sensory gardens and container-based landscapes. 

 
            Fig.7. Blossom of Citrus 

Passion fruit - Ornamental in fruiting vine 

Passion fruit is not only an important fruit crop but also an attractive ornamental flowering vine, valued for 

its unique and highly decorative flowers. Its flowers are characterized by conspicuous purple or white petals, a 

prominent corona of fine filaments and well-developed stamens and stigmas, giving them an exotic appearance. 

The flowers also attract bees, butterflies and other pollinators, adding ecological value to ornamental landscapes.  
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Fig.8. Blossom of Passion fruit 

Guava - An underappreciated flowering fruit crop 

Guava (Psidium guajava) is primarily cultivated for its nutritious fruit, but its flowers also have ornamental 

value. The white flowers contain numerous prominent stamens, giving them an attractive appearance (Singh et al., 

2015). Guava can be maintained as a compact tree through appropriate pruning and canopy management (Niemiera 

and Mc-Conkey, 2021). This makes it suitable for backyard gardens and edible landscapes where both appearance 

and fruit production are desired. 

 
Fig.9. Blossom of Guava 

CONCLUSION 

Fruit crops have traditionally been valued mainly for their fruits, but their flowers reveal another dimension 

of their importance. Apple, peach, cherry, plum, pear, pomegranate, citrus passion fruit and guava demonstrate 

that fruit trees can also contribute significantly to landscape beauty. The concept of using fruit crops as ornamental 

trees provides a practical way to combine food production, aesthetics, biodiversity and recreation. With growing 

interest in urban gardening, sustainable landscaping, home gardens and farm tourism, the ornamental potential of 

fruit crops deserves greater attention. Farmers, nursery entrepreneurs and landscape designers can explore this 

opportunity to create productive landscapes that are both beautiful and economically useful. Ultimately, a fruit tree 

should not be seen only for what it produces at harvest. Its flowering season itself can be a celebration of nature. 

REFERENCES 
Holland, D., Hatib, K. and Bar-Yaakov, I. (2009). Pomegranate: Botany, horticulture, breeding. Horticultural Reviews, 35: 

127-191. 

Niemiera, A. X. and Mc-Conkey, M. (2021). Selecting Plants for Virginia Landscapes: Edible Landscape Species-Trees. 

Virginia Cooperative Extension Publication SPES-316, pp. 1-17. 

Singh, V. K., Ravishankar, H., Singh, A. and Soni, M. K. (2015). Pruning in guava (Psidium guajava) and appraisal of 

consequent flowering phenology using modified BBCH scale. The Indian Journal of Agricultural Sciences, 85(11): 

1472-1476. 

Stover, E. and Mercure, E. W. (2007). The pomegranate: A new look at the fruit of paradise. Hort Science, 42(5): 1088-1092. 

 
 
 

http://www.agricosemagazine.com/

	Fruit Crops with Ornamental Flower Potential
	Apple - A blossom-rich fruit tree
	Peach - Pink flowers before the leaves
	Cherry -The beauty of blossoms
	Plum - Flowers and foliage
	Pear - A white floral canopy
	Pomegranate - Bright flowers and attractive fruits
	Citrus - Beauty with fragrance
	Guava - An underappreciated flowering fruit crop

	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES

