
AgriCos e-Newsletter 

Open Access Multidisciplinary Monthly Online Magazine 
 Volume: 04     Issue: 08    August 2023                Article No: 20            

     www.agricosemagazine.com                                                                                                70

 Aishwarya Rathod
1
 and Sunil Kinge

2
 

1
Ph.D. (Scholar), Department of Agronomy, Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri. 

2
Ph.D. (Scholar), Department of Agronomy, Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli

SUMMARY  
Nano fertilizers, emerging at the intersection of nanotechnology and agriculture, have shown great 

potential in revolutionizing modern farming practices. By harnessing the unique properties of nanoparticles, nano 

fertilizers offer numerous advantages over conventional fertilizers, including improved nutrient efficiency, 

controlled release, targeted delivery, and reduced environmental impacts. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Nano fertilizers, also known as nano fertilizers or nanoscale fertilizers, refer to a class of fertilizers that 

utilize nanotechnology to enhance nutrient delivery and efficiency in plants. These fertilizers are designed to 

improve crop productivity, nutrient uptake, and reduce environmental impacts. Here are the key aspects of nano 

fertilizers: 

 

Importance of Nano Fertilizers 

Increased nutrient efficiency: Nano fertilizers enable precise 

delivery of nutrients to plants, ensuring their effective utilization and 

reducing wastage. Enhanced nutrient availability: Nanoparticles can 

improve nutrient solubility, making them more readily available for 

plant uptake. Controlled release: Nano fertilizers can be engineered to 

release nutrients gradually, providing a sustained supply over an 

extended period. Reduced environmental impact: By improving nutrient 

uptake, nano fertilizers can minimize fertilizer runoff, which can 

contribute to water pollution.Targeted delivery: Nanoparticles can be 

functionalized to selectively target specific plant tissues or root zones, 

maximizing nutrient absorption. 

 

Features of Nano Fertilizers 

 Nano-sized particles: Nano fertilizers consist of nanoparticles with diameters typically ranging from 1 to 100 

nanometres. 

 High surface area-to-volume ratio: The large surface area of nanoparticles enables efficient nutrient absorption 

and interaction with plants. 

 Surface modifications: Nanoparticles can be surface-modified or coated with organic materials to enhance 

stability, controlled release, and targeted delivery. 

 Nutrient encapsulation: Nano fertilizers can encapsulate nutrients within the nanoparticle matrix, protecting 

them from degradation or leaching. 

 Compatibility: Nano fertilizers can be formulated to be compatible with conventional fertilizer application 

methods, such as foliar spraying or soil incorporation. 

 

Types of Nano Fertilizers 

 Nanostructured fertilizers: These are nano-sized particles of conventional fertilizers, such as nitrogen, 

phosphorus, or potassium compounds. They offer improved nutrient solubility and controlled release 

properties. 

 Nano-coated fertilizers: Conventional fertilizer particles are coated with a thin layer of nanoparticles to 

enhance nutrient release, reduce leaching, or improve adhesion to plant surfaces. 

 Nano chelated fertilizers: Chelating agents are combined with nanoparticles to enhance nutrient stability and 

availability. Chelation helps prevent nutrient precipitation or binding in the soil. 
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 Nano slow-release fertilizers: These fertilizers release nutrients gradually over an extended period, reducing 

the frequency of application and optimizing nutrient uptake. 

 

Role of Nano Fertilizers in Sustainable Crop Production  

 Improved Nutrient Management  

 Mitigation of Environmental Impacts 

 Enhanced Crop Yield and Quality 

 Resource Efficiency  

 Contribution to Global Food Security 

Research in these areas aims to optimize the effectiveness, safety, and economic viability of nano 

fertilizers, facilitating their widespread adoption in agriculture while minimizing potential risks and ensuring 

sustainable crop production. 

 

Future Scope and Research 
The field of nano fertilizers holds promising prospects for agricultural development. Ongoing research 

focuses on several areas: 

 Controlled nutrient release: Developing nano fertilizers with precise and long-lasting nutrient release profiles, 

tailored to specific crop requirements. 

 Smart delivery systems: Designing nanocarriers that respond to plant signals, releasing nutrients at the right 

time or in response to environmental cues. 

 Nano sensors for nutrient monitoring: Developing nanoscale sensors to monitor nutrient levels in plants and 

soil, allowing farmers to optimize fertilization strategies. 

 Nano-bio interactions: Investigating the potential effects of nano fertilizers on plant growth, soil 

microorganisms, and overall ecosystem health. 

 Sustainable synthesis methods: Exploring environmentally friendly and cost-effective approaches for 

manufacturing nano fertilizers, including the use of bio-based materials or waste byproducts. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This comprehensive research article will provide a detailed analysis of nano fertilizers in agriculture, 

covering their importance, features, characteristics, types, future scope, and role in sustainable crop production. It 

will serve as a valuable resource for researchers, policymakers, and stakeholders interested in exploring the 

potential of nano fertilizers to address the challenges faced by modern agriculture and achieve sustainable food 

production. 
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