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SUMMARY 

Soil is the most basic component of agriculture, as it holds nutrients and allows plants to grow 

properly. Soil health has deteriorated in recent years as a result of indiscriminate fertiliser usage and unbalanced 

use of other techniques. In light of these facts, India's government has developed a flagship programme to 

provide information on available nutrient status for crop production. The findings revealed that the vast majority 

of farmers were aware of the Soil Health Card's use and usefulness. The considerable time gap between soil 

samples obtained and issuing cards, as well as the difficulty in understanding all of the information presented in 

the soil health card and estimating fertiliser dose based on soil nutrient status, were major constraints in utilising 

information. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

  "Swasth Dharaa Khet Haraa." - Healthy Earth Green Farm. Soil Health Card Scheme is a scheme 

launched by the Government of India on 19 February 2015. Under the scheme, the government plans to issue 

soil cards to farmers which will carry crop-wise recommendations of nutrients and fertilisers required for the 

individual farms to help farmers to improve productivity through judicious use of inputs. The result and 

suggestion will be displayed in the cards. The government plans to issue the cards to 14 crore farmers.  

 

What is a Soil Health Card? 

  SHC is a printed report that a farmer will be handed over for each of his holdings. It will contain the 

status of his soil with respect to 12 parameters, namely N,P,K (Macro-nutrients); S (Secondary- nutrient); Zn, 

Fe, Cu, Mn, Bo (Micro - nutrients); and pH, EC, OC (Physical parameters). Based on this, the SHC will also 

indicate fertilizer recommendations and soil amendment required for the farm. 

 

How can a farmer use a SHC? 

  The card will contain an advisory based on the soil nutrient status of a farmer's holding. It will show 

recommendations on dosage of different nutrients needed. Further, it will advise the farmer on the fertilizers and 

their quantities he should apply, and also the soil amendments that he should undertake, so as to realize optimal 

yields. 

 

Demonstration Performed to Show the Benefit of Scheme in Village Dharampura 

  Data was collected to determine whether or not farmers are aware of the soil health card scheme, as 

well as the constraints experienced by the farmer who tested the soil. For analysis 60 farmers were selected and 

asked question about some point which are discussed below 

Awareness about soil health card YES NO 

Soil health card provides information regarding the status of 

available nutrients (Macro & Micro) in the soil 

57 (95%) 03 (05%) 

Soil health card provide corrective measures a farmer should take 

for improved soil health and for better yield 

49 (82%) 11 (18%) 

Soil health card helps farmers in reducing extra expenditure by 

supplying required nutrients in the soil 

53 (88%) 07 (12%) 

The soil health card helps the farmers to get an idea on the crop 

wise recommendation of nutrients and fertilizers required in each 

type of soil. 

48 (80%) 12 (20%) 

Soil health card can be helpful and effective only if the 43 (72%) 17 (28%) 

Awareness and Demonstration of the Soil Health Card Scheme Benefits for Rural 

Development 
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  It was found that majority of farmers (95%) were aware about the soil health card that it provide 

information about the status of available nutrients (Macro & Micro) in the soil, which provide corrective 

measure for improving soil health and for getting better yield (82%). 

 

Constraints faced by the farmer About soil health card 

 Time gap between soil samples taken and issuing cards was too high 

 Difficultyin understandingall theinformation givenin thesoil healthcard 

 Difficulty in calculating fertilizer dose on the basis of nutrient status of soil 

 High price of fertilizers 

 Lack of knowledge about method of collecting ideal soil sample 

 No subsidy on inputs required by the government for improving the soil quality 

 Soil testing laboratories are located far away 

 Result of soil testing is reliable 

 
Fig:- Collecting soil sample 

recommendations are followed by farmers on regular basis . 

The technical information provided in soil health 

cardhasbeenmadeavailable inlocal language. 

47 (78%) 13 (22%) 

Soil health card helps to check the excessive use offertilizer 45 (75%) 10 (17%) 

Soil health cards provides clue to health of farm and its strength 

and weakness in terms of different nutrients and organic carbon 

ingredients. 

55 (92%) 15 (25%) 

Expenditure of crop production decreases after soil testing 52 (87%) 08 (13%) 
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Fig:- Report of soil sample by giving recommendation of accurate amount of nutrient 

 

CONCLUSION 

  Soil is a sole to farmer because major of the population in Chhattisgarh are dependent on farmingfor 

their livelihood. Due to excessive use of fertilizer soil become pollute so govt. start some programme to aware 

about soil. One of the programme is soil health card. Soil sample taken in farmers field are analysesed and the 

recommendation given in soil health card are followed by farmer. Farmers take note of and apply the limiting 

nutrient specified on the card, which is accountable for production limitation.Because of the application of the 

needed amount of fertiliser, the farmer claims that theirproductionhas increasedand theirinputcosts have 

decreased. Due to benefit of farmer seen in demonstration other farmers are also excited to test the soils that 

they also get more yield and less input cost. 

 

 
Fig:-Awareness about the scheme 
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